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Dr. Robert Pearl gives a book talk at Politics and Prose Bookstore | © Ted Eytan / Flickr
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Washington, D.C. is a city of voracious readers.
Maybe it’s because it’s home to the Library of
Congress? Whatever the reason, locals here
are crazy for books – they lined up for the
midnight release of Fire and Fury. But it’s not
just political reading – the capital was ranked
number six on Forbes’ smartest city in the
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world list last year. Join the crowd: stop by any
of these five amazing, independent bookstores
and discover your new favorite book.

THE POTTER'S HOUSE
Bookstore

Part bookstore, part cafe, part community hangout,
The Potter’s House has everything you could ever
want. There are readings, live music, and comfy
chairs to curl up in. The non-profit bookstore is the
best place to hang out and engage in thoughtful
conversation.

MORE INFO

The Potter's House has been a reader's paradise since 1960 | © Elvert Barnes /
Flickr
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KRAMERBOOKS & AFTERWORDS
Bookstore

Enjoy a good book and glass of wine at this indie
bookstore/cafe. Kramerbooks & Afterwords is the
perfect place to find the hottest books and
“checkout” fellow bibliophiles (that was a book pun
for you). Scour the calendar before going and attend
a reading.

MORE INFO

Kramerbooks is a D.C. bookworm staple, established over forty years ago. | ©
Daniel Lobo / Flickr
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POLITICS AND PROSE BOOKSTORE
Bookstore

A D.C. staple, Politics and Prose is home to 18 in-
house bookclubs and offers numerous events and
speakers. More than a charming bookstore, it is also
a printing press that helps local authors self-publish.
Hole up at “The Den,” a cozy coffeehouse and bar,
and delve into the latest political thriller. You might
even catch the Obamas picking up a new read.

MORE INFO

© Politics and Prose Bookstore/Flickr
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IDLE TIME BOOKS
Bookstore

Ready for a blast from the past? Idle Time Books
specializes in used and out-of-print titles. Get lost
among the three floors and pick up a rare first
edition. You can also browse CDs, greeting cards,
and old magazines. It’s the perfect oasis on the busy
18th Street.

MORE INFO

CAPITOL HILL BOOKS
Bookstore

Sneak away from the bustling 18th Street and duck into Idle Time Books for a
new read | © kmf164 / Flickr
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Get ready for an amazing treasure hunt at Capitol
Hill Books. This store specializes in used books and
is a reader’s paradise. The small and helpful staff will
help you find a specific title or you can browse the
two floors for whatever takes your fancy. You can
also drop off used books that you have finished.

MORE INFO

Dig for an amazing used-new read at Capitol Hill Books in Washington, D.C. | ©
LWYang / Flickr

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

http://www.capitolhillbooks-dc.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lwy/39518197282/in/photolist-23d66g1-4xWMzG-doKGtj-rvTZ5s-doKGjh-doKyLg-tBStTd-dSbqkR-hjeGFn-aJo8J4-CvqDRU-34YaDx-34YbMF-gN3R5-34YeeR-49tTVz-49tSSp-doKyxa-doKFo3-h19TNa-dzH9PK-34YbgV-49xYnh-4ENGP4-353NZQ-33MFv8-UwhuN9-6eCVHe-UkHBo5-wsWZYd-F82hVW-doKznP-doKF5L-uEhhW-doKxpR-4TL3MM-doKy2X-doKFyJ-fSApWy-doKyaR-e5vYVa-aJo8n4-53soM-6gidPj-tjUTx-idJu7x-5oExyu-idHYPs-idJAJv-doKxai
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 7/12

You might also like...

Get Culture Trip in your inbox

Email address

By signing up I agree to the service terms and privacy policy

Sign up

SEE & DO

A Couple's Guide to
Washington, D.C.

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/terms-of-use
https://theculturetrip.com/privacy-policy
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-couples-guide-to-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-fashion-lovers-guide-to-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 8/12

FASHION

A Fashion Lover's Guide to
Washington, D.C.

GUIDES & TIPS

Unique Christmas Shopping
In Washington, D.C.

FASHION

A Gentleman’s Guide to
Looking Good in Washington,
D.C.

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-fashion-lovers-guide-to-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/unique-christmas-shopping-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-gentlemans-guide-to-looking-good-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-design-lovers-travel-guide-to-washington-d-c-in-a-day/
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 9/12

DESIGN

A Design Lover's Travel Guide
to Washington, D.C. In a Day

HEALTH & WELLNESS

The Best Running Routes in
Washington, D.C.

SEE & DO

12 Dog-Friendly Things to Do
in Washington, D.C.

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-design-lovers-travel-guide-to-washington-d-c-in-a-day/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-running-routes-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/12-dog-friendly-things-to-do-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/20-must-see-attractions-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 10/12

SEE & DO

20 Must-See Attractions in
Washington, D.C.

GUIDES & TIPS

A Single’s Guide to Dating in
Washington, D.C.

FOOD & DRINK

10 Dishes to Eat When You
Are in Washington, D.C.

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/20-must-see-attractions-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/a-singles-guide-to-dating-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/10-dishes-to-eat-when-you-are-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 11/12

THE COMPANY

About Us

The Team

In The News

Our App

Newsletter

CONTACT US

Get in Touch

Advertise

Careers

Become a Contributor

BOOKS

The Best Independent
Bookstores in Sacramento

BOOKS

The Best Independent
Bookstores in Dallas

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/about-us/
https://theculturetrip.com/the-team/
https://theculturetrip.com/in-the-news/
https://theculturetrip.com/our-app/
https://theculturetrip.com/newsletter/
https://theculturetrip.com/get-in-touch/
https://theculturetrip.com/advertise/
https://jobs.lever.co/culturetrip
https://theculturetrip.com/write-for-us/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/10-dishes-to-eat-when-you-are-in-washington-d-c/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/california/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-sacramento/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/texas/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-dallas/
https://theculturetrip.com/


6/5/2018 The Best Independent Bookstores in Washington, D.C.

https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/washington-dc/articles/the-best-independent-bookstores-in-washington-d-c/ 12/12

LEGAL

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Cookie Policy

FOLLOW US

Facebook

Twitter

Pinterest

Instagram

Youtube

© 2018 The Culture Trip Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

We use cookies to make this website better and provide tailored ads. By using this site, you
agree to this use. See our here

https://theculturetrip.com/privacy-policy/
https://theculturetrip.com/terms-of-use/
https://theculturetrip.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.facebook.com/culturetrip
https://twitter.com/CultureTrip
https://www.pinterest.com/theculturetrip/
https://www.instagram.com/culturetrip/
https://www.youtube.com/c/culturetrip
https://bnc.lt/gtCg/BiT54dACHG
https://bnc.lt/gtCg/es1SPqwCHG
https://theculturetrip.com/

